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Zz» Indian Grill
\J

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA

Law Offices. Inc
Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer §I11){N% LAW,
Featured as a legal analyst on CRIMINAL

Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4
' DEFENSE

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

B
r
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Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618

RAMESHSUMAN  Fax (905) 219-3918
Broker Reallor  DRE Licence- 00871752

www.majestichomes.us ramesh@rameshsuman.com

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202
Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable
services at reasonable rates.




INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

WE ARE OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

9:00 to 8:30
kBl o/ (209) 478-0285

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES
rox (209) 477-3206

cALL TO HAPPY
Cell: (209)-487-2127
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WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' g3 §m eniamits feawi 9 Susau oa |

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com
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SWEETS & SPICES

SO CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT

MUSIC, FABRIC
ARTIFICIAL
JEWELRY, SWEETS,
FRESH VEGETABLES
& MORE..

WE HAVE
LARGEST
COLLECTION
FOR INDIAN

FIJIAN & PAKISTANI
GROCERY

Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open

Eyebrow Threading
& Henna Tattoo

7 times, \
Get 8th one free! R

5203 EKLHORN BLVD T L Ly J16-798-8142
SACRAMENTO CA 95842 # 100 ROSEVILLE, CA 95747 '
916- 338-5511 916- 786-7666  IndaMarketRoseville@gmail com

SWEETS & CATERING ITEMS SERVING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE

Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
China & Silverware
Linen Rental | Waiters
Bartenders

Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events
Religious Gatherings
Picnics/Bar-B-Que

CONTACT US: : | |

Email: msbains@rajasweets.com
\F;VA(‘)I;;“(’EEE?) iggT_Egn.:%% WWW, rajasweets_.com
CELL (510) 715-1619 Msook. (D

rajasweetsandcatering  rajaswests
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 910-538-1138
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L.A. MERCHANDISE

Whole Sale +Iletail

New folding
bed verities

Toilet Water Pressure (Elite 2 Bio Bider) A budget Friendly solution for your desire
to fel exceptionally lean and reduce tolt paper waste Only § 42.99+Tax  REEIER AR

We Do Complete Engine Trans-
mission, Body and Paint Work We
Sell Used Cars at a Good Price

Free Estimates
Free Towing

: {421 Industrial | '
Prop:Joshir Singn Tokhor L LA CELL YR Hurmundeep
510-755-2132 Wﬂl'd CA 94544

o oA 3 Vatterss wRS. 32 '3 g gl 0

393 AR, U, YT, JHTE, 5930, I R
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STRIVE FOR MORE

\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

METESEY PUIRLIE SERYIEES SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE

ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.

DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER. FOR SAFETY’ AUDlTs AND
WE HAVE CONVIPLETE SOLUTIONS

FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT. RECORD KEEPlNG

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com Give us a chance to provide you best services

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376




L' Confont Coige19 Boldly

Covid-19 pandemic is not the only worldwide

R ——— o

heath crisis that is being currently faced by
mankind. Humanity at large had passed through
many more such similar catastrophic phases dur-
ing its known history so far. What mankind learnt
while passing through such terrible times is the
perennial lesson that with rational mind and col-
lective measures, we can overcome any such cri-
sis irrespective of its severity and range. What we
need urgently to confront this pandemic is to look
beyond caste, class and faith boundaries, and to
join hands to build social cohesiveness and com-
mon courage to fight the invisible common
enemy to its finish. We also need to follow sin-
cerely the legal and social injunctions to support
with our full strength the worldwide battle against
Covid-19. Self-isolation and physical distancing is
what we need to follow meticulously to prevent
further the spread of the Coronavirus. It is also
very delicate time to remind ourselves that if we
fall, we fall together, and our safety is also collec-
tive. We must understand that we are not safe till
the remaining last effected person is cured of
Coronavirus infection. In such critical circum-
stances, can we think only in terms of our indi-
vidualized self/family/caste/faith-based interests
only? Can we save ourselves in our homes singu-
larly while storing mindlessly too much provision-
items of daily use? We must realize that when
Titanic ship was sinking, self -interest lost its
meaning to one and all on board. In our life ship
of society too, we also must understand that we
will sail and sink together. If it is so, then we
should not hesitate to do our maximum to fight
this pandemic as is desired of us by our society.
“Ambedkar Times” and “Desh Doaba”
Weekly Newspapers assure its supporters, con-
tributors, readers and sympathizers to contribute
regularly through this forum with sincere commit-
ment to fight the battle against Covid-19 pan-
demic. We welcome all your intellectual support
to sensitize rationally on this very issue in what-
ever way you want to come forward.
- Prem K. Chumber
Editor-in-Chief: Desh Doaba
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Rattni Bhatia was born on November 12, 1940 in the village of
Satnaur in the Hoshiarpur district of Punjab, India to Rakha Ram and
Channo Kaur. She is the eldest of four children. Her siblings: Prem Nath,
Tara Chand, and Surjit Kaur, all currently live in India.

Rattni married Khushia Ram Bhatia in 1958 in Satnaur. After
marriage, she moved to Khushia Ram's village Lalwan, also in the
Hoshiarpur district of Punjab. They have five children: Satpal Singh
Bhatia, Ginder Pal, Ram Babu, Kashmiro Kaur, and Meena Raj.

Rattni loved taking care of her family. She was a devoted
wife. She adored her husband and always was an active member in
family decisions. She loved her children. She always made sure that
her children were well fed and taken care of. She wished for a better
life for her family. Her dream was coming true soon.

Khushia Ram's brother, Mr. Lahori Ram, petitioned for his family to
come to the United States. On March 6, 1985, Rattni immigrated to the
United States with her husband and four children. Lahori and Prito Ram
welcomed their family with open arms as they started a new chapter of
their lives in the United States. The eldest son, Satpal, joined the family
in the United States in 1986.

After moving to the United States, a majority of her life was spent
living in San Bruno, California. She loved the weather and convenience
of San Bruno. Most of her days were spent happily with her husband
Khushia. They used to do everything together. They watched TV togeth-
er, they cooked together, they went to the grocery store together, and
they used to go on long walks together. They had a very special relation-
ship. They used to tell jokes to each other, kept each other happy and
were always laughing together.

Rattni had a love for watching Hindi and Punjabi movies. She
would always be up to date with the newest Hindi and Punjabi dramas on
television. She had a passion for gardening. She used to plant flowers,
fruits, and vegetables in her garden at the San Bruno house.

Rattni was a loving wife, mother, mother-in-law to Neelam Singh,
Harvinder Kaur, Jyoti Ram, and Amarjit Singh. She was a caring grand-
mother to eleven grandchildren: Raja Singh, Sanjay Bhatia, Priya Bhatia,
Palvi Bhatia, Prabjot Singh Bhatia, Sonam Ghuman, Manisha Bhatia,
Mohit Bhatia, Sumeet Raj, Lucky Raj, and Raspreet Raj

She was a loving aunt to Jagdev (Jack) Ram, Ajaipaul (Paul) Ram
and late Jagdish (Jackie) Kaur Ram. She also had a special affinity for
her family from the village Satnaur that live in California.

Rattni Bhatia passed away peacefully on March 26, 2020. She will
be missed by her family and friends all around the world.

In Loving Memory af

Rattni Bhatia

Born November 12, 1940
Sarnaur, Punjab, India

Departed March 26, 2020
San Bruno, California, USA
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Funeral Service

11:00 a.m. Wednesday, April 1, 2020
The Newall Chapel
Cyptess Lawn Memorial Park
1383 El Camino Real
Colma, California, USA

Cremation Immediately Following

Cypress Lawn Memorial Park Crematory
1363 El Camino Real
Colma, California, USA

Postal Address of Desh Doaba : 5101 Doe Hollow Pl, Antelope, CA. 95843

The opinions expressed in this newspaper do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of the staff or employees of ""Desh Doaba". All disputes subjected to Sacramento (California) jurisdiction.
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Dealer Recommended Service Shocks/Struts A/C Servics

Ph: 916-238-4431
649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2
Rio Linda, CA 95673

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspection tune-ups and more
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.
PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Trucks & Trailers Services:

Auto Services:

* Qil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement

* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair

* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

» DPF Filter Cleaning

* Computer Check
* Differential
*New / Use Tires * Inspections

* Van/Reefer Work

« Clutch
* Transmission

* Qil changes
* Wheel Balancing

* Truck & Trailer Repair

We Provide Towing &

For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers

* All Major & Minor Repairs
*We Do Aluminium Welding

Open
24/7 Mobile Road ServicesJ LTI R0

AGCEPTED HEHE

Com-Check visa
T-Check

EFS Check B %

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi

We Provide All Autos,
Trucks & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Blvd, Manteca GA 95336
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Cell: 916-628-2210
Fax: 916-745-3424
Office: 916-285-1000

Email : Dil.Realtor@gmail.com

2081 Arena Blvd #

Honesty Starts From Here

Residential = Business *+ Commercial
Lease * Investment Property and Land

Serving in Greater Sacramento area s

I REALTOR R)

CalBRE # 01418648

nce 2004

100 Sacramento, CA 95834
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Burnaby (Canada) proclaims April 14 as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Day of Equallty

APRIL 6, 2020, is a historical
day for City of Burnaby. It is
the day when the Council of
the City of Burnaby pro-
claimed April 14 as the Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Day of Equality.
Who was Dr. Ambedkar and
what is his relevance to the
City of Burnaby, some
may ask?

“While Dr. Ambedkar
was born in India, his mission
for equality is relevant across
the globe”, says Councillor Sav
Dhaliwal who read the procla-
mation during an open council
meeting in Burnaby on April 6.

“We are also proud to
have Dr. Ambedkar’s portrait
enshrined in the deliberation
room at the city as a reminder
to uphold values of equality
when the council is making
significant decisions”, said
Councillor Dhaliwal. D r
Ambedkar was born in a com-
munity of Dalits, formerly
known as ‘untouchables’ in
India. After graduating from
fine institutions such as Lon-
don School of Economics and
Columbia  University, Dr.
Ambedkar was given the re-
sponsibility to chair the draft-
ing committee of India’s
Constitution — a legal frame-
work based on pillars of equal-
ity, liberty and fraternity.

“We are very pleased
with the leadership and sup-
port provided by the Burnaby
Council and for proclaiming
April 14, birthday of Dr
Ambedkar, as the equality day
in Burnaby. This gives us all a
moment to take a pause and
celebrate the contributions of
Dr. Ambedkar in evolving India
as the world’s largest democ-
racy”, said Jai Birdi, General
Secretary of Chetna Associa-
tion of Canada. Jai Bhim!

Read more:

naclamatinn

DR.

WHEREAS cConcerns about inequality and inequity continue to be
experienced globally and efforts to eradicate inequalities need to be supported

and strengthened; and

WHEREAS Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, born in India, on April 14, 1891, in a
community of Dalits (previously known as ‘untouchables’), arose through the
ranks and chaired the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly to make

B.R. AMBEDKAR DAY OF EQUALITY

' Canada is a multicultural diverse country; and

and enact the new constitution of India; and

WHEREAS Indian Constitution stipulates the lofty ideals of Equality, Liberty,
and Fraternity was made, enacted and adopted in 1950; and

WHEREAS The dedicated efforts and vision of Dr. Ambedkar to bring about
a just social and economic order should be celebrated not only in India but rest

www.ambedkartimes.com
Read more:
www.deshdoaba.com

of the world as well.

NOW THEREFORE |, MIKE HURLEY, MAYOR OF BURNABY,

DO HEREBY PROCLAIM APRIL 14 AS

“DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR DAY OF EQUALITY”

Dated this Sixth Day
of April, 2020 A.D.

IN THE CITY OF BURNABY.
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Thlnkmg of Buymg or Selling a Home? | Can Help!

/ ‘m‘ ; banga realtor@gmall com
= =222". ' www.banga.bhhser.eom .. "

Indian Restaurant Smoke Shop for Sale in Sacramento Gas Station, Liquor Store, Auto Repair & Lube Shop
Lot Size: 2000, Rent is ONLY

For Sale In Stockton Deli, & Laundromat!
) Monthly Gross Sales: $50K ! .
All Equipment & Fixtures Included LS ¥ n Contra Costa County, CA Listing i:iigot{)m;149,ooo

Listing Price: $149,900 Listing Price: $89,000 Listing Price: $1,200,000 Sacramento, CA

e T
= Absentee
~+ Owner

Liquor Store for Sale in Santa Clara Indian Restaurant Coffee Shop for Sale

Monthly Gross Sale: $90K for Sale in Sacramento for Sale in Sacramento Monthly Gross Sales: $25,000
Listing Price: $649,000 plus Inventory Listing Price: $224,900 Listing Price: $149,000 Listing Price: $150,000

BE RKHlilR}' HATHA\-\*\.Y
i] !{ 1-.5(3"

—
1

., Elite Real Estate

TEleven 3 Bedroom 1 Bath Home on \ il O | ioie Services
7 Eleven Store For Sale in Antioch, CA 10 Acre Lot
Listing Price: $550,000 Listing Price: $1,500,000 B E RKS H I RE HATHAWAY
Have you been thinking of buying Rental Properties?

Call me and I can help you buy Rental properties in Sactamento Area with positive Cash in your pocket every month, Tenants

BUYI NG YOUR FIRST are paying off your rental property for you and putting extra money in your pocket! What else do you want! Everyday investors
INVESTMENT PROPERTY , : N , e
1" 1{ re buying a home o rent in Sacramento because there s high demand for entals n Sacramento If you want to invest in

rental properties! Call meat 916-271-5404 or email me at bangarealtor@qmail.com

OFFICE: 7412 ELSIE AVE., SACRAMENTO, CA 95828
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IN HOUSE
FINANCING AVALIABLE

WWW. kbusedautosales com

Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase

o F\‘ K&K AUTO REPAIR  Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702
and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR

| 63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service
© San Juan Bautista 95045 car care You Can Trust

Kashmiri Bhatia & his wife

CORNING feg UAst 2dad STt & nysT

AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All Major Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
i\ * Used Tires Start From & 135
! e { * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
— R * We also do truck and car washing and waxing mUCKWASH

* - -
Friendly and Professional Staff *d[ e

* We offer truck and car detailing

CRLL yore efewidive X NEW & USED

;ﬁ;mé?ns;(éafea) $1149 mmw?ﬂwmﬁe TIRES

gTEISI 749 (¥ 2fEd) $749

( Used Tires American Brand $99+ Labor
§\ uu i $ 249 +Labor WASHI LUBEI BRAKES

&/ Recap Truck Tire
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas oiL Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s2809 ©950-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop




Contact: 001-916-947-8920

Fax: 916-238-1393

E-mail: chumbermedia@yahoo.com,

editor@dambedkartimes.com

Standing with the Federal and States Governments of
the United State of America’s Fight against the Covid-19

Prem K. Chumber

Editor-in-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com
Covid-19 pandemic is not the only worldwide
heath crisis that is being currently faced by
mankind. Humanity at large had passed
through many such similar catastrophic
phases during its known history so far. What
mankind learnt during such terrible times is
the perennial lesson that with rational mind
and collective measures, we can overcome
any such crisis irrespective of its severity and
range. What we need urgently to confront
this pandemic is to leave behind our personal
interests and join hands with the Federal and
States Governments of The United States of
America with all our strength and firm resolve
to fight the invisible common enemy to
its finish.

We also need to follow sincerely the
legal and social injunctions to strengthen the
US fight against Covid-19 pandemic. It is time
to remind ourselves that if we fall, we fall to-
gether, and our safety is also collective. We
must understand that we will not be com-
pletely safe till the remaining last effected
person is cured of Coronavirus infection. In
such critical circumstances, can we think only
in terms of our individualized
self/family/caste/faith-based interests only?
Can we save ourselves in our homes singu-
larly while storing mindlessly too much provi-
sion-items of daily use? We must realize that
when Titanic ship was sinking, self -interest
lost its meaning to one and all on board. In
our life ship of society too, we also must un-
derstand that we will sail and sink together.
If it is so, then we should not hesitate to do
our maximum to fight this pandemic as is de-
sired of us by our society and the
Government.

We put on record our sincere thanks to
the Federal and States Governments of the
United States of America, its Army, Police,
Doctors and the entire medical staff including
the Fire Department who have been valiantly
fighting the Covid-19 pandemic from the
front for the last few weeks day and night.
“Ambedkar Times” (English) and Desh Doaba
(Punjabi) Weekly Newspapers on its own be-
half as well as all of its supporters, contribu-
tors, readers and sympathizers assure to
contribute regularly through these Forums to

support this fight against Covid-19 pandemic.

The world is currently passing
through a cataclysm, with the
Covid-19 pandemic - first identi-
fied in China - now afflicting the
entire globe. It continues to ram-
page unbridled, in the absence of
any vaccine to impede its deadly
spread. At the social level this
terrible malady has clearly shown
that socially constructed bound-
aries of caste, class, and creed
go unrecognized by such a con-
tagion. It refuses to distinguish
between the so-called upper and
lower castes, or the rich and
poor, as it scythes through soci-
eties. Thus Nature has taught us,
in its own unique but harsh way,
an unforgettable lesson of unity
in diversity, and to similarly defy
such social divisions. No doubt,
that poor lower castes, daily wa-
gers, slum dwellers, and hapless
migrants in general, have been
suffering the most, but the af-
fluent - who are disproportion-
ately from the 'upper' castes -
have not been spared by this tiny
but monstrous virus either. It has
become clear to all and sundry
that freedom is indivisible; so is
the burden of oppressive social
divisions. There is no doubt that
our susceptibility to Covid-19 is
common across all social, eco-
nomic and cultural boundaries.
Our sorrows and pleasures are
also common. So why do we se-
quester ourselves in discrimina-
tory caste/class/ faith/ gender
boundaries? Can our
caste/class/faith/ gender save us
from the likes of the Corona
virus?

To face boldly such Co-
rona pandemics like natural on-
slaughts, we need to free
ourselves from oppressive bound-
aries of social exclusion. How-
ever, if we dismantle our
fabricated boundaries of caste
based exclusion and structures of
social oppression and end our
over-exploitative approach to
Mother Nature, then surely, the
latter will reciprocate in its innate
benign way. We have already
seen the beginnings of this,
though in some pockets, in the
last couple of decades. We can
feel a stark difference in our en-
vironment just a little after self-
imposed restraint as a preventive
measure against the spread of
Corona virus. As Covid-19 af-
flicts us physically, so social dis-
crimination afflicts us mentally,
hollowing out our society, and
leaving us more vulnerable. Let us
leave behind caste binaries, and
unite and empower ourselves as
a society. This could be the only
way to overcome not only such
pandemics, but to proceed on to

strengthen ourselves and achieve
the real freedom which Dr
Ambedkar had appropriately
called the soul of a nation, entail-
ing as it does Equality and Frater-
nity to ultimately get rid of our
society from the centuries old
endemic of social exclusion.

All scientific advance-
ments, as generally projected,
have failed so far to control the
Corona pandemic. The purpose
here is not to underrate science
per se, but the way it has been
developed and used, needs to be
looked a bit more seriously. No
doubt, for an instance, we have
been able to overcome food crisis
in our country with the adoption
of new agrarian technology
under the rubric of green revolu-
tion. But at the same time, we
have also despoiled our soil and
groundwater sources, and con-
taminated our food products in
the mad race to achieve ever
more yields through the overdose
of varied chemicals. Man has cre-
ated many more such crises in
different domains in the world.
However, no worldwide crisis till
date had totally locked down the
entire world as witnessed cur-
rently. Deaths are reported from
all parts of the world. The whole
world is seized by the fear of this
pandemic of Covid-19. Equip-
ment to fight the deadly pan-
demic has fallen severely short.
Hospitals are refusing to admit
some, especially the elderly pa-
tients. It is alleged that there are
no more ventilators to provide re-
lief to the sick. Moreover, dispos-
ing of dead bodies has become a
crisis within a crisis. Food short-
ages further aggravate the mis-
ery. The State apparatuses are
becoming increasingly oppressive
in their endeavors to keep recal-
citrant populations indoors. A vi-
cious spiral is evolving with the
passage of every day - more pa-
tients, less hospitals, less food,
and more resistance to staying
indoors. Fears are rising that if
lockdowns are allowed to con-
tinue for some more days then
law and order problems will in-
evitably arise.

During such times of
crises in the past, the psycholog-
ical respite of religion used to
provide some solace. Unfortu-
nately, Covid-19 has pushed reli-
gions of various nomenclatures
into oblivion - at least for the
time being. None were compe-
tent to face its poisonous fangs.
This last resort of the masses
has also betrayed them in their
hour of need. It has taught a les-
son, in a way, to all those who
had shut their doors to the so-

called low-
est-of-the-
low on the
one hand,
and to kaf-
firs, on the
other.
Both sci-
ence and
religion
seem to
be on the
run. The
doors of all religious centers
throughout the world have been
shut for the fear of the further
spread of the Corona. And sci-
ence is still groping in the dark to
find a suitable remedy for this
worldwide ailment. Scattered
voices can be heard, frequently
echoed, that humans played with
nature, and now, it seems, nature
is taking a swipe at them and
their avaricious civilization. That
they are being tutored that they
are not alone, and that other liv-
ing beings have inalienable rights
to our planet too - and these
swipes are becoming both in-
creasingly frequent and potent,
in the shape of tornadoes, floods,
pandemics, heatwaves, etc.

In the face of the evident
inability of science and religion,
what option(s) are left for hu-
mans to face the challenge? It is
suggested that we have to realize
our true calling. Though envision-
ing themselves to be the apex of
all biological life as we do, hu-
mans should aspire to live in an
happy equilibrium with the earth,
its other creatures, and its fauna
and flora. In this holistic ap-
proach, if any part of (this) indi-
visible nature is allowed to
atrophy, it would have ever larger
and more violent impacts on its
remaining parts. Covid-19 is the
outcome of that unmindful con-
sumption of this biodiversity by
insatiable human lust. It is a
warning to be heeded by human-
ity collectively. We human beings
are the originators and drivers of
the choking pollution all around.
Forests are disappearing at an
alarming speed, and so are
aquifers; and life in the oceans is
struggling against annihilation.
The heavy hand of extinction
was never more visible since the
advent of human civilization.

Religion mired in its own
political economy has also been
failing humanity to connect with
its true nature. Instead of teach-
ing the lesson that all humans
are similar, its protagonists are
busy sowing the seeds of social
binaries, prejudices and false
hopes. And science instead of

Contd. on next page

Prof (Dr.) Ronki Ram
Fellow & Dean (Faculty of Arts),
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Chair Professor,
Panjab University, Chandigarh (India)
E-mail: <ronkiram@yahoo.co.in>
Mob: +91-9878682160




PTTRERTE _snborimscn 012 | @ || s v deshiosb o QUITEETID
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Continue from 1st page
becoming a savior/liberator of
mankind has been enslaved by the
corporate profit ethic, and instruman-
talised for exploiting the entire plane-
tary ecosystem to the hilt. Even as
humans are the culprits, then it is also
only they themselves who can save
themselves; and for this they need to
turn inward, listening and responding
to their inner conscience. They must
realize that all living creatures,
whether of land or sea, also have a
natural claim on the resources of our
planet. They are not just resources
themselves, to be consumed by hu-
mans. They are also children of Na-
ture, and to smite them means to
smite Nature itself. We already see
signs of its rising rage, and continuing
down this path means risking incalcu-
lable and irreparable environmental
degradation, and pandemic led deci-
mation of human life. Our science
should not be a tool to transmute Na-
ture for petty conveniences. So, what
have we to learn from this time of pan-
demic? We need to be extra cautious
against the nefarious spread of this
deadly virus, and to be socially well-
connected to come together and con-
front this common enemy of the
mankind. We have been asked to prac-
tice social distancing, but in the Indian
context social distancing is not merely
an injunction to be observed tran-

siently till the Covid-19 has run its
course. Caste and creed have long
been creating social distancing in our
society, but of a type which pan-
demics do not recognise. We are quite
used to the practice of keeping social
distance from the so-called lower
castes. The centuries old evil of caste
based social exclusion has done great
damage to our country. Despite con-
sistent opposition to this deeply en-
trenched social malady during
divergent social reform movements
spearheaded by saints, sufis, gurus,
and statesmen at different intervals,
mapping the long historical span of
the existence of India itself, caste
based social segregations and boy-
cotting of the ex-untouchable castes
continue to survive, though subtly,
even today. Many of its historically op-
pressed victims still live in segregated
neighborhoods in the vicinity of main-
stream villages in the vast rural areas
of our country, even after many
decades of independence (Ram
2016:32-39). Purifying utensils in fire,
considered polluted after the use by
ex-untouchables, was a common
practice until not so late in our caste-
ridden society, as was removal of the
stain of pollution through a touch of
an ex-untouchable by taking a dip in a
holy sarover (pond)/river and/or with a
sprinkle of holy water. What we need
today during the deadly health crisis

of Covid-19 contagious malady is to
practice not only physical distancing
(to use this term in place of social dis-
tancing) in common with the rest of
the world, but also - to coin a phrase
- 'social proximity', i.e. the feeling of
social cohesiveness to put our emo-
tional, cultural, social and material re-
sources together for common use.
This feeling of cohesiveness is what
Dr Ambedkar called fraternity for the
foundation of a strong nation. One as-
pect of this fraternity or social cohe-
siveness would be a sense of
collective concern manifesting in a far
stronger compliance with both moral
and legal injunctions for the greater
public good. In the present Covid-19
situation, for an instance, physical dis-
tancing and self-isolation would have
been much more likely to be both ap-
preciated and implemented at the in-
dividual level had fraternity been all
prevalent in our society. For the real-
ization of the intrinsic purpose of
physical distancing and social-isola-
tion, i.e. to save the mankind from the
rage of the current pandemic, we need
a cohesively strong society. Such a
socially cohesive strong society in
turn depends on the depth of frater-
nity in its social interaction. Further-
more, fraternity implicitly sows the
seeds of equality and greater liberty. If
the centrality of fraternity is accepted,
then the underlying wisdom in the vi-

sion of Dr Ambedkar, which empha-
sized the interconnectedness of lib-
erty, equality and fraternity for the
emergence of social democracy in
India, becomes clear. The more so-
cially cohesive we are, the more capa-
ble we would be to face the current
and any such future challenge. Dr
Ambedkar rightly said that caste is an-
tithetical to nation. It does not only di-
vide labour but also labourers. A
caste-ridden society prevents, or at
least hinders, the flourishment of fra-
ternity. For a sustainable rooting of so-
cial democracy in India, caste needs
to be stamped out entirely. Fraternity
and caste cannot coexist. Fraternity is
foundational for a sound social
democracy. It is in this crucial context,
we need to assure ourselves that this
temporary alleviative and precaution-
ary measure of physical distancing
(social) to fight Covid-19 pandemic
should not be allowed to further inten-
sify the already existing subtle caste-
based social boundaries in our social
set up. The real strength of a nation
to boldly face any challenge, natural or
whatever, as emphasized by Dr
Ambedkar, depends on the bedrock of
social cohesiveness - fraternity.
References - Ram, Ronki (2016),
“Sacralising Dalit Peripheries: Ravidass
Deras and Dalit Assertion in Punjab”
Economic and Political Weekly, \ol, LI,
No. 1, pp. 32-39.

April 14 - Dr. BRR. Ambedkar Day of Equality - Proclaimed by City of Burnaby (Canada)

The City of Burnaby in Canada has
taken the lead to celebrate equality
and equitable world order, as a multi-
racial society. In a Proclamation made
by the City of Burnaby on April 6,
2020, was decided and proclaimed
that April 14, the birth anniversary of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, will be commem-
orated as “Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Day of
Equality. This thoughtful gesture, it
seems, will set the ball rolling to get
the Day declared as “International
Day of Equality” by the international
community in the days to come to re-
alize the lofty goals of bringing about
equality to strengthen the resolve of
living in peace and harmony. The
City of Burnaby deserves all praise
and appreciation in this regard. The
Proclamation reads:

“Whereas Canada is a multi-
cultural diverse country; andWhereas
concerns about inequality and in-
equity continue to be experienced
globally and efforts to eradicate in-
equalities need to be supported and
strengthened; and,Whereas Dr. BR
Ambedkar, born in India, on April 14,
1891, in a community of Dalits (pre-
viously known as ‘untouchables’),
arose through the ranks and chaired
the drafting committee of the Con-
stituent Assembly to make and enact
the new constitution of India; and
Whereas Indian Constitution stipu-
lates the lofty ideals of Equality, Lib-
erty, and Fraternity was made,
enacted and adopted in 1950; and
Whereas the dedicated efforts and vi-
sion of Dr. Ambedkar to bring about

a just social and economic order
should be celebrated not only in India
but rest of the world as well.

NOW THEREFORE I, MIKE HURLEY,
MAYOR OF BURNABY,
DO HEREBY PROCLAIM APRIL 14
AS

“DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR DAY OF
EQUALITY “

Councilor Sav Dhaliwal of the
Council of City of Burnaby in associ-
ation and cooperation with Chetna
Association of Canada under the
leadership of Jai Birdi and his col-
leagues played a good role in decision
of the Burnaby City. They deserve to
be congratulated for this great job to
honour the greatest son of India,
Babasaheb Ambedkar. While reading
the Proclamation, Councilor Sav
Dhaliwal rightly said, “While Dr.
Ambedkar was born in India, his mis-
sion for equality is relevant across the
globe”. He added, “We are also proud
to have Dr. Ambedkar’s portrait en-
shrined in the deliberation room at the
city as a reminder to uphold values of
equality when the council is making
significant decisions”.

It will not be out of place to
give a brief background to the pro-
posal of “International Day of Equal-
ity” with a view to solicit wider
support to issue. The proposal was
made by Ambassador Ramesh Chan-
der to the Government of India
through the then Minister of External

Affairs, Sushma Swaraj in May, 2015
when Government of PM Narendra
Modi decided to officially celebrate
the 125th birth anniversary of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar. It was duly acknowl-
edged by the UNES Division of the
Ministry of External Affairs. Ambas-
sador Ramesh Chander approached
the stake holders and solicited their
support in the matter. Many outfits
and individuals like the Chetna Asso-
ciation of Canada, Federation of
Ambedkar and Buddhist Associations
of UK, Ambedkar Mission Society
and Ambedkar Bhawan Trust of Ja-
landhar and also Forum of Schedule
Caste MPs and MLAs of India under
the patronage of the then Speaker of
Punjab Assembly Sardar Charanjit
Singh Atwal.

They all, it was a matter of
satisfaction, extended due help and
supported the proposal. The Forum
made a demarche to PM Narendra
Modi in November; 2015and re-
quested him to make a demarche to
the UN in turn to declare April 14 as
“International Day of Equality. In pur-
suance of these efforts, the 125th
birth anniversary of the great leader,
Babasaheb Ambedkar, was cele-
brated on April 14, 2016 at the UN in
New York where the proposal of “In-
ternational Day of Equality was duly
registered with the UN and the inter-
national community. Ambassador
Ramesh Chander and the other stake
holder in the matter, ever since, have
been reminding the Government of
India and other authorities off and on

Ramesh Chander ‘st s

to get April 14 declared as ‘Interna-
tional Day of Equality. Some of the
media organs like the *“Ambedkar
Times” (California, USA), “Desh
Doaba” (California, USA) and The
Bheem Patrika (Punjab, India) ex-
tended their whole hearted support to
the proposal of “International Day of
Equality”

“The City of Burnaby has
shown us the way. | am confident
that the Government of India, the UN
and the international community will
consider and work together to cele-
brate Equality to bring about peace
and harmony in the strife torn world”,
said Ambassador Ramesh Chander in
a message to the Mayor of the City
of Burnaby through Jai Birdi, Secre-
tary General of Chetna Association
of Canada.
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CORONA is not a laughing matter — The lighter side- 1

foas d 85 WaY 96 &

Corona Virus — Covid — 19 has en-
gulfed the whole world. As of
today, March 31, 2020 more than
10 lakh people have been found
positive and more than 30,000
have lost their lives. Many coun-
tries, both in the developed and
developing world, are living in
lockdown or even curfew. People
are living in confinement and iso-
lation as required and advised by
the medical experts and the ad-
ministrations. There is no option.
We are to live with the situation
to fight the deadly virus. While
confined in their homes, some
people are providing a lighter side 3.
of the situation both by way of
cutting jokes and giving some

funny and interesting messages.
There is no harm as long as we
take care of the sensitivities of
our fellow citizens and maintain
the social harmony. I thought of
collating some these inputs for
the benefit of people confined to
their homes to fight the Covid -19
laughingly.
1. ORIor A dsa & afd sERfer o
o A dAfor 10 o enchi-aer, Aidt
dIcl... Solg dollol d dIfY SIsfer war A
cI3iel. .. [
2. 21 afer 24 & didl & Arer sperRoen
ORI Bl 3 IJdd DT STl

ORG a1,
I am not good at computer
skills. Please bear with me for the
jumbled presentations.

Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940

Ramesh Chander
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This is my second take on the subject. Let
us have a look on the developing situa-
tion on the pandemic in India. The au-
thorities are, it seems, are doing well with
all the limitations given the size of the
country and problems of under develop-
ment. We need to aware of these reali-
ties. It is a matter of satisfaction to note
that so far we have succeeded in warding
us from the third stage that is the ‘com-
munity spread’ in our country. The odds
and dangers are huge. The incidents like
the TablighiMarkaz at Nizamuddin and
MajnuKaTilla Gurdwara are disturbing. If

we do not control such blatant happen-
ings, we will invite big troubles for our-
selves and the society at large. There is
no point in blame game. The concerned
community leaders should be mindful.
The authorities should be vigilant and
pro-active and stern action should be
taken to punishthe guilty and responsible.
Kindly don’t bring in communal consider-
ations in handling such cases. The second
point I will like to make it that we should
not resort to avoidable scare. My friend
Retired IAS officer T. R. Sarangal has
rightly mentioned in Facebook Timeline

about the positive aspects of the cam-
paign against corona virus mentioning
the positive results and recoveries — If
winter comes, can spring be far behind.
Let us come to the lighter side of
the matter. How the lovers manage their
tender feelings in the lockdown and cur-
few. Feelings of love will prevail — Corona
or no Corona:
D3 SR a0l il SOIBR B Wiol UR;
IR 3U Pt dre off; v I i &l oS!
In a restaurant in Europe, the
following dating intention was displayed
to beat the ‘social distancing”

“Single man w/TP seeks a single
woman w/hand sanitizer for good clean
fun”

Mirza Galib must be happy with
the lockdown. He always longed for “Fur-
satkeRaat Din”:-

ofeT el & B adl gora @ A ;
3 38 deng? Sioll @it ge!

We would defeat the COVID — 19
as somebody said, “Corona would not last
long as it is made in China”

Let us look forward. Be careful
and alert.
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The lighter side of the Corona virus has
been received well, if I go by the feed
back of my readers. Let me reiterate that
the idea is not to lessen or undermine the
gravity of the issue but to divert our at-
tention to the fact that we are to fight the
menace with grit but laughingly. Other-
wise situation could be as admitted by a
hapless husband in a European country,
"It's been almost a week I and wife are
working from home due to corona virus
situation. I think we will kill each other
before the virus does!"

The situation remains grim but
under control in India. The number of
positive cases have doubled in 5 days and
reached about 2000 with about
50 deaths.

We need to be careful and alert
to ward of the danger of community
spread. Governments and authorities are
doing their best. We must cooperate with
them while sitting at home. There is no
other way.

There are reports of exploitation
of the situation for momentary gains. I
was dismayed to hear DC of Jalandhar
Varinder Sharma, an able and dedicated
administrator that Artias (Businessmen)
of Sabji Mandi have threatened to go on
strike on flimsy grounds. Their action
would create avoidable problems for
the public.

I am confident DC Sahib will be
able to persuade the businessmen to co-
operate and not exploit the situation.

Otherwise, they are to be brought to
book in the larger interests of the people.
There is no dearth of such people. A sam-
ple leave application by a shirker would
explain:
A perfect Leave Application
Dear HR

I am suffering from corona virus
and request you to grant me paid leave
for 20 days. Otherwise I will come to of-

Under the lockdown, people
have been advised to work from home.
With a view to lighten the situation, the
pilot of a flight speaking from the cockpit
said, “This is your pilot speaking. I am
working from home today.” There was a
big laughter.

One of my friend philosopher
and guide in Jalandhar, a renowned poet
with Takhallus (Nom de plume) — JOSH
conveyed his appreciation for my blogs
on the lighter side of the Corona Virus
and narrated a lighter version of a re-
quest to the Pradhan Sewak to act invok-
ing the Corona — 6 Saal Mein to Kuch
Nahin Kia; Ab to Kuch KARO NA.

Please stay at home. One of
friends, Pooja has sent me an advice, a
traditional one, emanated from the game
of LUDO while sitting at home:
oIS Aeld Aerd v Al afedt s,

TSI B AT DT b oIl 3 f Gl it a2 3 3
A DIS oIl AR ADdIl

3T 3L Sifceft 3t oft =1t oIt oo 8t a1 3l
DURI &R U= 3l FJapufer 3811
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We need to fight the Corona Virus with fore-
sight and determination. It was reiterated
by PM Narendra Modi today, April 3, in his
video message to the ‘Janta Janardhan’ of
India in his 3rd or 4th public address in a
fortnight. There is alternative but to stand
together and give support to our leadership
while maintaining the much needed ‘Social
Distancing’ — the “"Rambaan” to fight the
menace of virus as described by PM Modi.
Let us light the ‘Lamp of Hope’ on April 5 at
9 in the evening for 9 minutes to express
and demonstrate solidarity among our-
selves as advised by our leader.

The disturbing incidents of at-
tacks/violence against the frontline warriors
like the doctors, nurses, para-medical staff,
safai karamcharis, police etc. should stop
immediately. The opinion makers including
the media should be mindful and should not
give communal colour to such unfortunate
happenings. The Dharmgurus have a spe-
cial responsibility to advise their followers

to behave. It is a national emergency and a
human tragedy. Let us fight the war against
the virus calmly while sitting at home. The
Punjabi way of Quarantine is well explained
by Chitra and Jagjit in a Punjabi song
(Tappe):
Kothe Te aa Mahia; Milna Tan Mil Ake;
Nahin Tan Khasmma Nu Kha Mahia!
Oh ki lena-e mitran ton;
Milan ta aa jaban,

Dar lagda-e shitran ton.

The term ‘Social distancing’ is
much in use with regard to Corona virus.
We Punjabis are good to explain the things
on their own. A rustic Punjabi asked what
is this ‘Social Distancing’? It was explained
as “Tan-Doori” by a smart one by saying
that keep physical distance while eating
Tandoori chicken. My son Rupesh has sent
yet another Punjabi gem on the social dis-
tancing, “Villagers in Punjab are still won-
dering who the hell is Social Distan Singh?”
One of my diplomatic colleagues and

friends, Ambassador Zile Singh made a
good comment on my one of the blogs on
the subject which I quote “Good. It has
been rightly said, "Hanste hanste marna
sheeko. Rote rote jeena. Kam se kam gari-
bon ka khyal Cro Na."

Now is the time to come to the
positive side of the emerging situation due
to lockdown. The nature has its own way.
There are reports that now the snow clad
mountains of Himachal are visible from Ja-
landhar because the sky is clear. There is
no pollution in the atmosphere. Great but
how long it will remain? The other day my
daughter Vaishali sent me yet another take
on the subject giving the message on the
other positive side effect of the deadly
virus. I reproduce as ‘Food for Thought’ —
ITRAFFIC is gone. [ [

GAS is affordable. 1 7]

BILLS are extended. (11}

KIDS are at home with their FAMILIES.
PARENTS are home taking care of their

CHILDREN.

FAST FOOD replaced by HOME
COOKED MEALS, hectic SCHEDULES re-
placed by NAPS.

The AIR seems CLEANER, the
WORLD QUIETER.

PEOPLE are conscious about HY-
GIENE and HEALTH again.

WE finally listen to authorities and
head home when they say so.

MONEY doesn't seem to make the
WORLD GO ROUND anymore.

WE now have TIME

And Finally, WE become more
closer to GOD & more evidently praising
him every day of our LIVES.

It seems like this COVID-19 is a RESET
BUTTON for HUMANITY!
Deepika Mahesh Sharma’s post on
Facebook

One more day of the lockdown has
gone. Let us hope for the best and look for-
ward — JAAN HAI TO JAHAN HAI.
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K.C. Sulekh

Former Editor of Ujala
Secretary SCF, Punjab

Fi

away the monstrous Evil.

The resolve or the strong will of the Nation
has to be demonstrated not by the light of the candles
or diyas but by conscious and resolute action i.e. by
strictly following the well-thought-out guidelines al-
ready laid down and widely advertised like unfailingly
keeping in-doors, by keeping physical distance from
each other while being in groups, by frequently wash-
ing one's hands and by strictly observing the precau-
tions of sanitization and hygienic health. In this

ght the Disease Head on

By asking the people of India to switch off the lights
enmasse on the 5th of April at 9pm for 9 minutes and
light the candles and Diyas instead, the Prime Minister
seems to have gone beyond his brief as PM of Welfare
and egalitarian country like India.The purpose of the
show, as stated officially, is to spread the light of the
Nation's collective resolve to fight the Covid pandemic.

One fails to understand as to how the simple
act of lighting lamps and candles at one's doorsteps at
night time would help either to shoo away or frighten

context, the Editor of the Tribune have rightly drawn
the attention of the authorities that be apropos his Ed-
itorial "The Invisible People" (Tribune: April 4) to the
miserable plight of thousands of people stranded on
the roads and thousands of invisible artisans of various
discription rendered homeless and jobless unawares
due to the sudden lockdown. His stark reminder of the
real problem that " beyond plates and lamps overflows
the pall of misery caused by 21 day lockdown" may
perhaps ring the right tone.

# +91 98149 16503
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With a view to demonstrate solidarity in
fighting the menace of Corona, we will
light the candles, diyas, torches etc. at 9
in the evening for 9 minutes as advised
by PM Narendra Modi. It is symbolic ac-
tion to remain determined and united. Let
us not make an issue of it — Allma Igbal
has aptly said:

orapdf ot oriaf oft srenpal offa 3t 3;

el @ arafdit Bt gt g o 3!

India is standing at a crucial
juncture in its fight against the deadly
virus. The positive cases have crossed the
figure of 3500 with more than 75 deaths.
The avoidable happenings of Tablighi
Jammat and other such incidents have
resulted in worrisome increase in cases.
The authorities are trying their best to
handle the situation with our frontline
warriors on lead from the front. Let us
concentrate on the fight rather than dis-
cussing and blaming each other. Media
should stop this useless exercise and

abandon their approach of creating un-
necessary noises which are often acrimo-
nious and divisive. It will serve
no purpose.

I continue on the lighter side of
the fight against Corona to address the
resultant tension and depression in the
days of lockdown and confinement. Peo-
ple sitting idle at home; give various
remedies to kill time and boredom -
IRV D TP UK DI )RRVl BID & DRIGIT
@ 100% s ¢ Joa 3.3k d urR 3
oaeIdT . It was suggested by someone
after seeing the Ramayana serial on Do-
ordarshan. One Suresh of Delhi lamented
inhis post at the Facebook -wzm @3 siiz
@3l SIre, ASt Al Sifgeft 812 @1 A6t B...... a2 3
A3t 9rzoft 3 iz arBe dor BRIen 31 Yet an-
other gem to pass time at home given by
one Ankit of Jabalpur - ®Rler arR o1
orARN serre1100 sRmE 2w o 3fiz 100 spm
Sfier ¢, Qloit @ aferr ... ... 3z w3 Slolt @1
3IcToT B3| TA T2 A B2 o aifcpeil Obviously,

tipplers are a harassed lot these days.
The wine/alcohol shops are close. The
stocks at home have dwindled. People
wish to have some sort of Langar for
them also. Somebody tried to cajole the
suppliers - Parle-G at 3 @315 af¥ime donate
oI lockdown di... Royal Stag, Blenders
pride arel Yol 3 a1 s2ErERL...daily & cus-
tomer 2 a1 qUBR.

Don't worry; 21 days of lock-
down will be over. We should not mind
even if the lockdown is extended, if need
be, for some more time. It is a matter of
gratification to note that, Inshalla, we are
on the way to defeat Corona. I conclude
this by sharing a beautiful poetic expres-
sion by one my Facebook friends,
Paramijit of NCR and follow native of Ja-
landhar:

I, A dIa DI 36T DI SR UR B2 ol al.....

5

®f3 gleft ggi ot el

SII 331 G9EIol dI &2 A3 A clol Sl...
B3 A gl sART ABWieT. ..
B3 A gieft FART uRCRIT....

T, A Sier AfcTad2 Sfia I ar...
Sifgefl @1 w3 3 uedt uz 3 al....
Bi3 A gleft sat Aferafenae. ..
B3 A gleft aa3t evmdidbsRI. ..
B3 A XUSI BH TP Gol Dl Tolls
At Sid. ...

@A, dc gloll Dl ard 8....
arsft 3 3ie3t 21 2.
3iiz ot @I Il ol b ofs HL......
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Today, April 6, is the 13th day of the na-
tional lockdown to combat Corona Virus.
Let it be the 13van of the Virus, in tradi-
tional parlance on the demise of some-
one. In India the death toll has crossed
100. The authorities are fully geared to
handle the situation. It is time that ‘we
the people of India’ stand up and do our
bit to help ourselves. India is still strug-
gling to ward of the danger of community
spread. The doctors and para-medical
staff are on the receiving end but still de-
termined to do their best even in the ab-
sence of much desired protective kits and
other tools of their profession. The au-
thorities must pay immediate attention to
these requirements. PM Narendra Modi
has done well in generating much needed

awareness and sense of solidarity among
the people by way symbolic gestures of
“clapping or thali bajao” on March 22 and
‘lighting of lamps’ on April 5 with a mixed
response of both approval and criticism.
Today I could not refrain myself from
commenting a post in Facebook criticizing
PM Modi for these “gimmicks”. I said,” But
one thing is a hard reality, he is the PM
of a country of 130 crore people. Enjoys
an absolute majority in the parliament
that too successively for the second time.
What Gandhi said about Ambedkar "You
can criticize Ambedkar but you cannot ig-
nore him". It is true for Modi also.”

PM Modi’s initiative to speak to
Former Presidents, PMs and leaders of
the opposition and to the floor leaders in

the parliament is also appreciable. He
should have done it before — Der Ayat
Daroost Ayat.

The lighter side of the situation
continued to beat the boredom of lock-
down and confinement. PM Modi is the
most sought after personality who is tar-
geted in the process. On PM Modi’s call
for put off the electric lights and light the
lamps or candles, somebody mischie-
vously elaborated —‘Dhyaan rakhna light
band karke diya lagakar balcony main
jaana hai... bedroom ch nahi... Modi ji ne
Ghar ch Chirag jalane ko bola hai ghar
mein chirag lane ko nahi.” The house-
wives are a harassed lot in the lockdown.
Some ladies have made their own notices
to control their kitchens at home. Pooja

Khanna has sent me this notice.

The intellectuals sitting at home
are not behind to utilize their “Fursat Ke
Raat Din” to give free hand to their pens
as the legendary Khuswant Singh said,
*No condom has yet been made to fit his
pen’. Yesterday, I took the liberty of shar-
ing a poem by my versatile literary friend
Paramijit. Today when my friend, philoso-
pher and guide in Jalandhar, Principal
Jagdish Chander Joshi, a poet of stand-
ing, as usual, recited on phone his latest
nazam, I asked for his approval to share
the nazam on the prevailing situation in
my blog for wider circulation, he kindly
agreed. I produce below his beautifully
calligraphed piece received on WhatsApp,
to our advantage:
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One more day of the lockdown has gone.
PM Narenda Modi has categorically stated
that battle against the pandemic will be
“long” and should be prepared for that.
PM Madi’s initiatives to remain steadfast
and united with high spirits to fight the
virus are appreciable but some of us,
knowing or otherwise, undermine the
purpose by going about in extreme — fire-
works, bhangra and dance, rushing to the
streets, dhols and so on. We are to learn
and back our leadership. There is no
other way. The opposition should also
stop opposing just for the sake of oppo-
sition. I am reminded of an Urdu cou-
plet:-
FOID2 S A T&A FACIEH;
R 5 a8 PB 3R oARI 3!

The second point which T want
to make today is — Stop the so called

noisy and acrimonious Panel Discussions
on the TV channels. Some of the TV
channels are not concerned with the
health of the nation and the fellow citi-
zens. They are preoccupied with their
selfish agenda on the dictates of their
bosses within or string pullers outside.
The on-going debate on the Tablighi
Markaz's role and behavior in the spread
of Corona Virus has generated avoidable
heat and communal tensions in the soci-
ety. The so called ‘free and fair’ journal-
ists are competing with themselves for
the loaves of nominations to Rajya Sabha
or other coveted positions and in the
process making fool of themselves. The
outfits in power must stop this dirty game
forthwith.

Let us sit at home and enjoy the
lighter side of the situation being floated

by the positive energy of some of us to
lessen and mitigate the resultant bore-
dom and tension of the lockdown. Some-
body has admitted that with the home
confinement, perhaps, God has granted
his wish in all seriousness —

Dil dhundhta hai,fir wahi fursat ke
raat din..

Prabhu maine to yuhi gungunaya tha...
Aapne to dil pe le liya..

My son Naresh in Sweden has also com-
mented on the situation with somewhat
remorse as he always remained a busy
man at the cost of comforts of life:

Sl D& A Aol AD Dl PIAA oldt 3

dl 311ST 3120l D 32 A BZAA 3 IS 8!

The call of PM Narendra Modi to
light lamps on April 5 was criticized in
some quarters and some worthies even

dug out that it was done commemorate
BJP’s anniversary by other means. The
lighter side cannot take a back seat and
a gem came in circulation (courtesy Rajni
Tickoo Chopra of Sweden) to celebrate
the Lockdown:-

311U HATGIRY AT oIl ATGIRY. . $A HIDIcT dae 3 of
&3p quadf a2 3 BJP-BIP & @2 za1 8..!
B-scte1, J-31135, P-uiwr..

Postscript: - Without Comment -
“Violence is not confined to the battle-
field. For many women and girls, the
threat looms largest where they should
be safest. In their own homes. And so I
make a new appeal for peace at home —
and in homes — around the world,” said
the UN Secretary-General as reported in
the Tribune of April 7, 2020



